


The Mail Car 


Mail from our favorite 
source - our readers! 


More on Owney 
from S. Robert Powell, Ph.D. 


Two articles about Owney, the cele- 
brated dog who rode the rails in America 
in the late nineteenth century, including 
those of the D&H, were published in the 
BLHS Bulletin in 2018: “Albany’s Lost 
Canine Celebrity” (May 2018, p. 30) and 
“More on Owney, the Celebrated Travel- 
ing Dog” (July 2018, p. 6). 

Given those two articles, it is impos- 
sible for some of us not to take note of 
any additional information on Owney that 
might surface in the course of our on- 
going research on the history of railroad- 
ing in the nineteenth and twentieth centu- 
ries. In that regard, on July 14, it was 
discovered in one of the Gritman scrap- 
books in the holdings of the Carbondale 
Historical Society, two newspaper articles 
about Owney that were published in a 
Scranton newspaper in 1897. 

In the first of those articles, titled 
“Owney, the Mascot of the Railway Mail 
Service”, there are many interesting facts 
about Owney and his travels that have not 
been reported in any other published 
accounts of his life: Owney was an 
honored guest at the convention of Iowa 
bankers held at Council Bluffs in May, 
1893, and presented with a handsome 
silver tag bearing the inscription: 
“Owney, Our Guest. May he live long 
and prosper”. 

‘The second of those articles, which is 
dated Wednesday, March 3, 1897, is 
titled “OWNEY KILLED, a Famous Dog 
That Will Ride in Mail Cars No Longer - 
His Extensive Travels”. That article 
began: 

“According to the Buffalo News, 
‘Owney’, the famous railroad traveling 


canine, which was in Scranton about a 
month ago, is now no more. Owney was 
extremely partial to Uncle Sam’s railway 
rail service, and always traveled with the 
mail clerks in the mail cars. He was the 
pet of the railway mail service, and in 
every city in which he stopped was royal- 
ly treated by the post office attachés. 
Although he had most fastidious tastes as 
to what he ate, Owney did not like tur- 
key; those who offered him choice bits of 
the popular Christmas fowl in Scranton 
soon discovered that. The details of 
Owney’s taking off are not known, but 
the mail cars of which he was so fond 
were the ones that crushed out his life. 
He was run over while attempting to 
jump upon a mail train at a small town 
between Syracuse and Albany. 

“He was a medium-sized cinnamon- 
colored mongrel of extraordinary intelli- 
gence for a canine. About ten years ago, 
he was picked up in a grocery store in 
Albany by the driver of a mail wagon, 
who was asked to take him away. One 
day he strolled into a postal car and 
curled himself up among the mail bags 
for a nap. The car started before he 
awoke and from that trip, which ended at 
Utica, he developed his penchant for 
traveling about in mail cars. No postal 
clerk ever refused him a ride, and when 
he wanted to get away on a trip, no 
amount of persuasion ever succeeded in 
preventing him from going”. 

Thus, we found out that Owney was 
killed in 1897 as he was attempting to 
jump upon a mail train at a small town 
between Syracuse and Albany. He did 
not die of old age, as the article in the 
Carbondale News of October 1, 1959, p. 
1 (“D&H Traveling Dog Preserved For 
Posterity In Smithsonian”) would have us 
believe (see article referenced above). 
Nor was he shot and killed by a deputy 
U.S. Marshal, as Arcynta Ali Shields and 
the research staff at the National Postal 
Museum allege in the article titled “Mail 
Pooch” in the September 2011 issue (p. 
35) of Smithsonian. 


Photo notes 
from Mike Bischak 


The cover photo on the last issue 
(September 2018) is of a southbound 
about to pass under the PA Route 171 
bridge south of Stillwater Dam, north of 
Forest City. My photo of the inspection 
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train on page 37 is from the same bridge, 
but on the other side; the inspection train 
is northbound. 

The train was to inspect the new 
territory the D&H purchased: the Velvet 
Line (former DL&W Binghamton to 
Scranton). The train left Binghamton in 
the morning and ran to Taylor, then at 
old MJ Cabin (what is now Carbon), it 
returned north up the old Penn Div. over 
Ararat and then the Jeff Connection at 
Lanesboro and on back into Binghamton. 

On page 25, the roster photo of the 
4035 in Carbondale is interesting, espe- 
cially if you look closely at the second 
unit to the left: it’s the 4068, which is 
still alive and well on the DL in Scran- 
ton. The photo below it of the 3050 is 
another D&H unit that is alive and well 
on the CACV in Milford, NY. The 
Leatherstocking folks just received it 
recently from the Claremont Concord. 
She’s one of Scott Whitney’s old friends! 

BTW...how was your adventure out 
west in July? 


“Unconvention 18C” went quite well, with 
the highlight being following the former 
CB&Q alongside Nebraska Route 2 all 
the way from Grand Island to Crawford. 
That included, of course, shots at the 
summit, which were the normal wonderful 
stuff. Before that, U.S. 40 (and the 
former CB&Q Denver line) west of Lin- 
coln were nice, except for an incident 
with a feed truck. However, not much 
can be said for following that same line 
across southern Iowa; way too few photo 
possibilities. Later, the NP and Milwau- 
kee mains in western North Dakota were 
nice, and the traffic in the Bakken area 
was even better than before. I made a 
dumb attempt to follow the BNSF’s Surrey 
Cutoff from Minot to Fargo; bad idea, 
unless you like zigzaging across the state 
on remote dirt roads. But I’ve come to 
the realization that few readers give a 
hoot about Midwest non-D&H adventures 
(such as “Uncon 18A”, etc.), so I pulled 
the plug on any Story....JB 
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